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For a more extensive discussion of this topic, see our website.

Dr. Daniela Lamas, “’You’re Dying,’ I told My Patient. I Wish I Hadn’t.” New York Times,
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S’ ’mahot (Evel Rabati) 2:2-3 (cp. Shulhan Arukh Yoreh De ah 337 and 339:1)
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When one is approaching death, he should be told “recite the final confession of sins
(vidu i) before you die. Many have recited the confession and did not die at that time, and
many who did not recite the confession did die... perhaps by the merit of your reciting
the confession you will recover.”
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Do not say these things in the presence of unlearned people, children, and women, who
might cry and frighten the dying person.

If during this period a close relative of the patient should die, we do not perform & ’ri ah
(ritual cutting) on his garment, lest he become despondent (literally, “so as not to break
his heart). Nor do we cry or eulogize (for the dead relative) in the patient’s presence, lest
he become despondent.

B. Ketubot 16b-17a

1997 497 PTRIN T : P NN

TION NI N9 : DN KON 1YY, NNIY MO N : OMINININNPY M2

: AN NN INTIOM NN NDI N0 HININ,NMID IN NN NINY OIN : 172D ¥’ N0 1IN
IPNIN IPY 1IN

N TPHYI NI IN PIYI NNV, PIVN 1D ¥ NPN NPOY I 059270 : w7ad 172 DNY NN
1920 DY NANYN DTR DY INYT NN DIY0 : DNON 1NN NIN 1Y NNV : ININ

The Rabbis taught: What is the proper way to praise the bride when dancing in her
presence at the wedding?


http://www.freehofinstitute.org/uploads/1/2/0/6/120631295/telling_patients_the_truth-1.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/10/06/opinion/doctor-patient-death-truth.html?searchResultPosition=1

34 The school of Shammai says: we describe her as she is. The school of Hillel says: “what a

35 lovely and graceful bride!”

36 The school of Shammai said to the school of Hillel: suppose she is lame or blind. Do we
37 still say “What a lovely and graceful bride”? Doesn’t the Torah tell us “Keep far from a
38 lying word” (Exodus 23:7)?

39 The school of Hillel said to the school of Shammai: Apply your logic to the following

40 case. Suppose a person makes a bad purchase in the marketplace. Should we praise it to
41 him or degrade it to him? Obviously, we ought to praise it. This is why the Sages say: one
42 should always strive to be pleasing to other people (i.e., to tell them what they want to

43 hear; see Rashi).
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46 B. Y’vamot 65b
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51 A teaching from the school of Rabbi Yishmael: How great is peace, for the sake of which
52 even the Holy One resorted to falsehood, as in Genesis 18, where it is first written “and
53 my husband is old” (v. 12) and is then written “I am old” (v. 13).

54

55

56  Shimon M. Glick, M.D., “Divuk emet lakoleh” (Telling the Truth to the Patient), Asya 42-43
57  (1988), pp. 8-15
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68 In an age of risky and long-term medical treatments, we cannot expect cooperation from
69 patients unless we provide them a true picture of the seriousness of their condition. It is
70 difficult to provide false information to a patient (i.e., “there’s nothing seriously wrong
71 with you”) while at the same time proposing a course of treatment that is dangerous and
72 that involves great suffering.
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74 Telling the truth raises the level of communication between doctor and patient and

75 between the patient and his/her family. It also forestalls all those tricky maneuvers - the
76 “underground” approach to obtaining medical information - that necessarily result when
77 we conceal it from the patient.
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83 In the modern Western world, scientific research and observation have established that in
84 many cases we are able to reduce suffering precisely by telling the truth rather than by

85 concealing it. In such situations, it seems to me that our obligation is to act in such a way

86 that benefits the patient.



