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Halakhah and the Regulation of Firearms, Part 1
From the Responsa of R. Hayyim David Halevy
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Twelve Minute Shiur #22

Resp. Aseh L’kha Rav 1:19
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Is It Permissible for Israel to Sell Weapons to Other Countries?

M. Avodah Zarah 1:7
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It is forbidden to sell [to Gentiles/idolators] bears, lions, or anything that constitutes a public
danger.

Bartenura
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Anything that constitutes a public danger — such as weapons of war, swords and
spears.

“How is it halakhicly permissible for Israel to sell weapons to other countries?”
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You’re right about that mishnah, and the point is made even clearer in a related baraita:

B. Avodah Zarah 15b
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It is forbidden to sell [to Gentiles/idolators] armaments and weapons and to sharpen their
weapons
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A Jew is not entitled to sell any weapon to any person whom he suspects will use that weapon
for bad purposes and cause public harm.
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But the Gemara (16a) asks: then why nowadays we do sell them weapons? Rav Ashi answers:
we sell them to the Persians, who protect us.

R. Menachem Hame’iri (Beit Ha'b hirah, Provence, d. 1315) explains: “In their day, our Sages
permitted the sale of weapons to the Persians, because the Jews dwelt in their midst and
depended upon them for protection. And if one relies upon the protection of another, it is proper
to help that protector in whatever way possible. And we, too, permit ourselves to sell weapons
and related goods [to Gentiles]...because much of our work is done by them. It is permissible to
sell any goods to Gentiles when the sale proves beneficial to us.”

DN DY NNXVY (2 .IWAND 29919 YYD MINT 1PN NOIN DTRY DIV (N .9I195 917N 7D YD)
DNV NN DIV MLIYWHI IAND (ORDIFD N7 DV) /OINNI .DNY DIINN NNY DIIATN DNINIA
799 9)07T7 NIDHIA 1DIY DYVNIN D79 .0Y0 IMNND P3O0 0110Y0 NNY NOND

The basis for the permit [of weapons sales] is two-fold:
1. “If one relies upon the protection of another, it is proper to help that protector in whatever
way possible.”
2. We are aided by the very things we sell to them.

Tosafot (16a, I ‘parsa’ei) agrees that we are permitted to sell weapons to Gentiles for this reason,
namely “they protect us.”
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Rambam (Hil. Avodah Zarah 9:8-9) defines the permit as a matter of treaty-making: When the
Jews live among the Gentiles and have entered into a treaty (b i) with them, it is permitted to
sell weapons to the king’s officers and troops who combat the enemies of the state and thus
protect us as well, for we dwell in their midst.
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(The Tur and Shulzan Arukh Yore De'ah ch. 151 decide likewise, omitting Rambam’s stipulation
that a b 'rit must exist between us and the Gentile state.)
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True, this halakhah refers to a Diaspora situation, when the Jews are dependent upon the
protection given them by their host nations. Nonetheless, the principle behind this permit teaches
us something about the state of Israel’s weapons sales, which involve the existence of alliance
(“friendship”) treaties with nations that defend us.
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It’s obvious that the state of Israel sells weapons only to friendly nations, and there is no doubt
that it does so out of considerations of national defense, taking into account the benefits that
accrue to us from this. Therefore, the sale of weapons by the Israeli government to other
countries is clearly permitted.



