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When Halakhah and Ethics Collide, Part 3: Some Takkanot on Marriage
The Freehof Institute of Progressive Halakhah

Twelve Minute Shiur #40

Deuteronomy 24:1
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When a man takes a wife and cohabits with her, should he find her displeasing due to something
unseemly about her, he writes her a document of divorce, places it in her hand, and sends her
from his house.
B. Ketubot 11a
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What is the reason for the & tubah? So that it should not be an easy matter for a husband to

divorce his wife.

M. Ktubot ch. 4
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If the husband did not write a k tubah for his wife, she still collects [at the time of divorce or the
husband’s death] 200 zuz if she was previously unmarried or 100 zuz if she was previously
married, because this is a stipulation of the court (beit din).

If he mortgaged a field valued at 100 zuz as security for the full payment of 200 zuz and did not
write for his wife the following clause in the & tubah: “All my property is mortgaged for your
ktubah,” he still is obligated to pay 200 zuz, for this is a stipulation of the beit din.
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If he did not write for his wife the following clause in the & tubah: “If you are kidnapped, I will
ransom you and take you back as my wife...” he is obligated (to ransom and restore her), for this
is a stipulation of the beit din.
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If he did not write for his wife the following clause in the & tubah: “Your male offspring from me
will inherit the value of your k tubah over and above their portion of the inheritance with their
brothers,” he is obligated (to honor those terms), for this is a stipulation of the beit din.
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(If he did not write for his wife the following clause in the k tubah): “Your female offspring from
me will dwell in my home and be supported by my wealth until they are married,” he is obligated
(to honor those terms), for this is a stipulation of the beit din.
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(If he did not write for his wife the following clause in the k fubah): “You will dwell in my home
and be supported by my wealth as long as you remain a widow,” he is obligated (to honor those
terms), for this is a stipulation of the beit din.

That is what the residents of Jerusalem would write (in their & tubot). In the Galilee they
followed the practice of Jerusalem (in this regard).

The residents of Judea would write as follows: “until such time as my heirs decide to pay your
k'tubah.” Therefore, the heirs are empowered, should they wish, to pay the widow’s k tubah and
send her on her way.



