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6 It is a positive mitzvah to give ¢z 'dakah to the poor in the amount that they deserve,
7 should the donor be able to afford it, as it is said (Deuteronomy 15:8): “You shall surely
8 open your hand to him”; (Leviticus 25:35): “You shall support him, even if he is a
9 stranger or a resident alien, so that he may live with you”; and (Leviticus 25:36): “your
10 brother shall live with you.”
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19 Should one not want to give ¢z 'dakah, or should one give less than is appropriate for him,
20 the beit din may coerce that individual, applying corporal punishment until he gives the
21 amount that was assessed for him. The beit din may also attach a person’s assets with or
22 without their consent, confiscating the assessed amount. Public authorities may take a
23 pledge for ¢z dakah, even on Fridays.
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31 A minimum of two persons is required in order to exert coercive authority over the
32 community... What is meant by “coercive authority”’? Rav Nachman explains in the
33 name of Rabbah bar Abuha: this refers to the taking of pledges for ¢z 'dakah even on

34 Fridays.



35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77

Rashi

Even on Fridays: since the individual could claim “I am preoccupied” on that day.
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Is that so? Isn’t it said (Jeremiah 30:20): “I will punish all who oppress my people,”
which according to R. Yitzhak bar Marta in the name of Rav applies even to ¢z 'dakah
collectors?

It’s not a contradiction: coercion may be applied when the individual has been appraised
(Rashi: he’s rich enough to afford the appraised amount) but not if the individual has not

been so appraised. The example is that Rava coerced Rav Natan bar Ami and extracted
from him 400 zuzim for ¢z dakah.

B. Hulin 110b
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It is stated in a baraita: whenever the Torah declares the reward for performing a positive

mitzvah alongside the mitzvah itself, this indicates that the earthly beit din is not
empowered to enforce that commandment.

Deuteronomy 15:10
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You must give to him, and bear no grudge in your heart when you give, for on account of
this matter Adonai your God will bless you in all your deeds and in all your works.

Tosafot, Ketubot 49b
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Rava coerced (Rav Natan bar Ami) — you might object: how could Rava coerce him to
give tz 'dakah? Isn’t the reward for that mitzvah stated alongside it — Deut. 15:10 — “for
on account of this matter, Adonai your God will bless you in all your deeds and in all
your works”? And don’t we learn in B. Hulin 110b that whenever the Torah declares the
reward for performing a positive mitzvah alongside the mitzvah itself, this indicates that
the earthly beit din is not empowered to enforce that commandment?
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To resolve this problem, we might say that (Rava) coerced him with words.
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Another teirutz: the community may have adopted an ordinance requiring each citizen to
contribute a fixed amount every month. Rava therefore coerced (Rav Natan bar Ami) to
pay his allotment, as we read (B. Bava Batra 8b): “The members of the community are
entitled... to exact punishments for violations of their enacted rules.”
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In addition, tz 'dakah involves two negative mitzvot (as well as a positive mitzvah): “Do
not harden your heart” and “Do not shut your hand” (Deuteronomy 15:7).

Hiddushei HaRitva, Ketubot 49b
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Coercion may be applied when the individual has been appraised: that is, he is
coerced to fulfill the requirement of tz 'dakah. True, this is a positive mitzvah whose
reward is stated alongside it, and we hold (B. Hulin 110b) that the (earthly) beit din is not
empowered to enforce such mitzvot. That principle, however, applies to other positive
mitzvot, such as honoring one’s parents. When it comes to tz 'dakah, we do enforce
obedience because of the needs of the poor.



