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Adloyada — Really?
The Freehof Institute of Progressive Halakhah
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Rava said: one is obligated to become intoxicated with wine on Purim to the point that
one cannot tell the difference between “cursed be Haman” and “blessed be Mordekhai.”
Rabah and R. Zeira made a Purim feast together. They became intoxicated, and Rabah
cut R. Zeira’s throat. The next day, he prayed for him and resurrected him. The next year,
he [Rabah] said to him: come and let’s make the Purim feast together!” He [R. Zeira]
replied: “Miracles don’t happen every day.”

Rashi
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To become intoxicated with wine

R. Zerahyah Halevy (12h-c. Provence), Sefer HaMa 'or on Alfasi Megqillah, fol. 3b
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Rabbeinu Efraim writes that, from the case of Rabah cutting R. Zeira’s throat, we learn
that Rava’s dictum is rejected. The halakhah does not follow him, and it isn’t proper to
act in accordance with it.


https://daf-yomi.com/Data/UploadedFiles/DY_Item/255-sFile.pdf

Rambam, Hilkhot Megillah 2:15
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What is the obligation (zovah) of the Purim feast? One should eat meat, and prepare a

beautiful feast according to one’s means, and drink wine to the point that one becomes
intoxicated (sheyishtaker) and falls asleep in one’s intoxication.

Sefer Ra’aviah (R. Eliezer b. Yoel Halevy, 12"-c. Mainz), v. 2, Megillah, no. 564.
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“Rava said: one is obligated to become intoxicated, etc.” This is apparently a mitzvah (a
good practice for the truly observant) but not a requirement.

R. Menachem Hame iri (Provence, d. 1316), Beit Hab 'hirah, Meqillah 7b
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One is obligated to rejoice (on Purim)... however, we are not commanded to get drunk
and degrade ourselves in our rejoicing, for we were not commanded to rejoice with wild
celebration and foolishness. Rather, we are commanded to experience the joy of delight
that will bring us to the love of God and to gratitude for the miracles that God has
performed for us. As for what the statements says here — “to the point that one cannot tell
the difference between ‘cursed be Haman’ and ‘blessed be Mordekhai’”” — some
authorities have explained that we learn from the following passage — Rabah slaughtering
R. Zeira — that Rava’s statement is rejected as halakhah.



68  Orkot Hayyim (R. Aharon Hakohen of Narbonne, 13"-14" ¢) Hilkhot Megillah uPurim, no. 38
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74 One is obligated / 'vasomei on Purim: not to become intoxicated, for drunkenness is an
75 absolute prohibition. Indeed, there is no greater sin, for it leads to sexual immorality and
76 bloodshed as well as other sins. Rather, it means that one should drink a bit more than
77 one’s usual amount, so that one can rejoice greatly and bring joy to the poor, comforting
78 them and speaking to their heart. That is what “joy” really is.
79
80
81  Sefer Abudarham (14"-c. Spain), Purim
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87 Some explain that the dictum means one should become so intoxicated that one confuses
88 Haman for Mordekhai and Mordekhai for Haman. Others explain that, since “cursed be
89 Haman” and “blessed be Mordekhai” equal the same total in gematria (502), one should
90 be come intoxicated to the point that one cannot do the arithmetic.
91
8% Shulkan Arukh Orah Hayyim 695:2 and Isserles ad loc.
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98 One is obligated to become intoxicated with wine on Purim to the point that one cannot
99 tell the difference between “blessed be Mordekhai” and “cursed be Haman.”
100 Some say that it’s not necessary to become that drunk, but rather that one should drink
101 more wine than one is accustomed to drinking so that one falls asleep. For when one is
102 asleep one cannot tell the difference between “cursed be Haman” and “blessed be
103 Mordekhai.” Whether one does much or little, the important thing is that one’s intention
104 is toward Heaven.
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107  Hayyei Adam (R. Avraham Danzig, d. 1820, Poland-Lithuania), Hilkhot Megillah, 155:30
108
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113 Since the miracle of Purim came about through the agency of wine, the Sages obligated

114 one to become intoxicated or at least to drink more than one usually does, in order to
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remember the great miracle. In truth, though, if one recognizes that this intoxication will
cause one to be careless with any of the mitzvot, with »n tilat yadayim, with any b rakhah,
or with birkat hamazon, or that one will not pray minkzah or ma’ariv, or that one will act
with excessive levity, it is better that one not become intoxicated. And let all one’s
actions be for the sake of Heaven.



