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Why Do We Still Say Kiddush in the Synagogue?
The Freehof Institute of Progressive Halakhah

Twelve-Minute Shiur #50
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“Remember the Sabbath day, to sanctify it” — remember it over wine as it begins.

But this tells us only about “remembering” Shabbat at night; from where do we learn the
requirement to “remember” it during the day?

The text says: “Remember the Sabbath day.”

Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hil. Shabbat 29:1and 29:6
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It is a positive mitzvah of the Torah to sanctify Shabbat verbally,” as it says: “Remember the
Sabbath day, to sanctify it,” that is, “remember” it with a statement of praise and sanctification.
One must sanctify Shabbat at its beginning and at its end: at its beginning with kiddush, and at its
end with havdalah.
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The Rabbis ordained that kiddush and havdalah be recited over wine.

B. P’sahim 100b-101a
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Of those who say kiddush in the synagogue —

Rav says: they do not fulfill the requirement to recite it over wine, but they do fulfill the

requirement to “sanctify.” Shmuel says: they also do not fulfill the requirement to “sanctify.”
How then does Rav explain why they say kiddush at home? So that the members of their
households [who don’t go to synagogue] can fulfill their requirement.
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How then would Shmuel explain the requirement to say kiddush in synagogue? So that
guests who eat, drink, and sleep in the synagogue can fulfill their requirement.

And Shmuel’s ruling is consistent with another ruling of his: Shmuel says: Kiddush is
valid only in the place where the meal is eaten.

Halakhot G’dolot, ch. 2
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‘Kiddush is valid only in the place where the meal is eaten, as it is written (Isaish 58:13): “You
shall call Shabbat a “delight” — i.e., the place where you declare (“call”) Shabbat [to be holy]
shall be a place of delight.

Shul/kan Arukh Ora/ Hayyim 269:1
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It is customary to recite kiddush in the synagogue. The one who recites it should not drink from
the kiddush wine [after the b rakhah] but should let a child drink it, for kiddush is valid only in
the place where the meal is eaten. This custom was established only for guests who eat and drink
in the synagogue, so that they could fulfill their requirement [to sanctify the Sabbath]. This
minhag has not been annulled even though nowadays guests do not eat [lodge] in the synagogue.
This is the rationale for the practice of those communities who customarily recite kiddush in the
synagogue. But it would be better to reverse this practice and not recite kiddush in the
synagogue. And that indeed is the minhag of Eretz Yisrael.

Ran (R. Nissim Gerondi (14" century Spain) to Alfasi, P’sahim, fol. 20a
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Nowadays, even though guests no longer eat [lodge] in the synagogue, and even though we hold
that ‘kiddush is valid only in the place where the meal is eaten,” we still recite kiddush in the
synagogue, because the enactments of the Sages are permanent. An example of this is the prayer
Magen Avot recited at aravit on Shabbat, which was established for latecomers: we still recite it,
even if there are no latecomers and everyone is in the synagogue, because once a minhag is
established, it is established.
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Resp. Rav Natronai Gaon (9™ century Babylonia), no. 76
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We recite kiddush and havdalah over wine in the synagogue, even when no guests eat there...
even though it is an accepted rule that ‘kiddush is valid only in the place where the meal is
eaten.” The reason is that tasting the kiddush wine is good for the health... therefore, since there
are times when some people do not have wine and must recite kiddush over bread, the Sages
ordained that kiddush be recited over wine in the synagogue for reasons of health.

R. Asher b. Y’hiel (14™ century Germany/Spain), Hilkhot Harosh, P ’sahim 10:5
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I conclude that reciting kiddush in the synagogue involvesa b rakhah [ 'vatalah [an inappropriate
benediction] if there are no guests taking their meals there. But R. Yonah Gerondi says that it is
not a b ’rakhah [’vatalah... because the customis to recite kiddush in the synagogue so that those
who do not know how to recite it may fulfill their Toraitic obligation. However, the rule ‘kiddush
is valid only in the place where the meal is eaten’ contradicts his explanation, since it means that
kiddush recited in the synagogue is not kiddush at all.

R. Aharon Hakohen (Provence, 14™ century), Sefer Orkot Hayyim, Hilkhot Kiddush Hayom
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Some explain the reason [for reciting kiddush in synagogue when no guests lodge there] as
follows: among the congregation there will occasionally be someone who doesn’t know the text
of kiddush. When he hears it recited, he learns it.



