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1. Conversion as Covenant, Covenant as Conversion
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The community shall have the same law, for you and for the ger who resides. It is
an eternal law, throughout all your generations: you and the gershall be alike
before Adonai.
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Rabbi says: 925 055 means that the convert is like your ancestors: just as your ancestors
entered the covenant only through the rites of circumcision, immersion, and sacrifice, so
does today’s convert enter the covenant only through the rites of circumcision,

immersion, and sacrifice.
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Let us grant that circumcision took place (before Sinai), for it is written (Joshua 5:5):
“For all of those [males] who went forth from Egypt were circumcised.”
Alternatively (Ezekiel 16:6): “I passed by you and saw you wallowing in your blood
[literally: your bloods] and I said to you, ‘in your blood live,’ etc.”
Let us also grant that sacrifice took place at Sinali, for it is written (Exodus 24:5): “Then
[Moses] sent the young men among the Israelites [and they made burnt offerings to
Adonai, etc.].”
But how do we know that ¢ 'vilah, immersion, was one of the requirements? It is written
(Exodus 24:8): “Moses took the sacrificial blood and threw it upon the people,” and it is

an accepted tradition that this ritual — haza 'ah, “sprinkling” — requires immersion.
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But if this is the case, then today, when we no longer offer sacrifices, we should not

accept converts!
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Rav Aha bar Yaakov brought proof from this verse (Numbers 15:14): If a ger should

reside with you, in the midst of your community, throughout your generations. ..
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Our Rabbis taught: Nowadays, a ger must set aside one quarter dinar for his sacrifice.
Rabbi Shimeon said: Rabban Yochanan ben Zakai has already nullified this required, lest

something go wrong.
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